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WORK IN THE MILLS

In this work is included all the opera-
tions in the mills, by means of contracts
by workers composed of from 23 to 33
in each group. They take charge of the
centrifugals, load sugar in the sacks, and
carry them in the warehouse. This is
named a "drying contract." Generally each
worker received by this contract a salary

of from $2.20 to $3.27 a day, the period of
work covering from December of one year
to August of the next year. After this
these workers perform clean up in the
mill.

For information, I have attempted to
compare wages paid in Hawaii with those
paid in the Philippines, and to show the
difference. The sums mentioned are in
dollars, United States currency.
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A group of Filipino laborers with their families at the Immigration Station of the Hawaiian Sugar Planters'
Association in Honolulu, ready to return to the Philippines

Un Grupo de obreros filipinos con sus familias en la estación do inmigración de la Hawaiian Sugar Planters'
Association en Honolulu, en espectativa de embarque para Filipinas

A group of Filipinos who have recently arrived from the Philippines, playing indoor baseball in the yard of the
Immigration Station in Honolulu

Un grupo de filipinos recien llegados de Filipinas jugando al indoor baseball en el patio de la estación de
inmigración en Honolulú
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The Ewa Plantation, Oahu, as seen from the top of the plantation mill

plantación de Ewa, Oahu. visto desde la cúpula del molino de la misma plantación

Director Cruz, Commissioner Ligot and the Director of Welfare, Mr. Nelson, inspecting the dwelling-houses of
the Filipinos on the plantation of Ewa, Oahu

El Director Cruz, el Comisionado Ligot y el Director de Bienestar Mr. Nelson. inspeccionando las viviendas
de los filipinos en la plantación do Ewa, Oahu
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NOTE A.—The Filipino laborers in
Hawaii buy their food supplies and necessi-
ties in dollars. As a dollar in Hawaii will
not buy as much as P2 will in the Philip-
pines because of the difference in price,
I have attempted to arrive at a fair index
figure by taking unit prices of such food
articles as rice, canned salmon, canned
sardines, dried shrimps, mongo (or bundo)
beans, fresh meat, dried fish, onions, ver-
micelli, laundry soap, kerosene, sugar, and
coffee. The total unit prices of these ar-
ticles in Manila would be $7.645, United
States currency, while in Hawaii the same
articles would cost $10.965. From this can
be deduced the fact that the purchasing
power of an American dollar in Hawaii
is only about 75 per cent of its purchasing
power in Manila, so that for wage compari-
sons between the Philippines and Hawaii
we should compute the dollar as worth
only 1*1.50. This would mean, for instance,
that while the difference shown in the
daily wage for cane carrier unloading was
$1.69 more in Hawaii than in the Philip-
pines per day, really the $1.59 should be
reduced by about 25 per cent and that
actually the Hawaiian wage then would
exceed the Philippine wage per day by only
$1.14. Nevertheless, under any method of
figuring it will be seen that the wages in
Hawaiian sugar factories are much higher
than in the Philippines.

NOTE B.—In the Philippines cutting and
loading cane is usually paid for to the
contractor, not to the laborers; and the
contractor pays the workmen P2.50 per
week with rice and P0.10 per day for food.
In the foregoing tables P1 per day is used
as average wage.

It must be remembered also that in
Hawaii food costs are lessened in many
cases by laborers having a home garden in
which they raise some of their own vege-
tables. Also they have no house rent to
pay and they have free fuel furnished them.

It must also be rememberd that in Ha-
waii the laborer's job is worth more to
him than in the Philippines because in Ha-
waii he can work every day of the year,
whereas in the Philippines he works only
a part of the year and sometimes only a
part of each month.

Various laborers.—Besides those men-
tioned, they also give various Filipinos cer-
tain work in the mills and on the planta-


