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Thie rupbrt deals -ith the work done under my recently
::pirad grant fruu.TRIFr,-vhiuh work is gontinuing at present,

: In the work which I had completed b-rbru this year one
result assumed far more significance than anything elge, This
was that concerning the position of the Polymesimn languages

- within the Malaye~Folynesian fnmii?. This mntt-r, thnrafari,

dumandnd special aitantiun. '

. In faet, two problems were involved. Firlt, an nttlmpt
should be maﬁa to determine whether or not a finer oclassification
was poseible, that is, whither or not ithe puuztimn of Polynesian
could be defined with.mnru precision. Secondly, & careful and
thorough study and presentation of the ciidunt‘ should be made,
This was essential because I had previously pﬁhlllhld only
cnnululinna-'lth no supporiing evidence.

" The results so far aqhiurad are as followss a morc precise
classification has been arrived at, Polynesian, Fijian, and
Rotuman form a subegrouping. Thus, Fijisn and Hotunan are the
languages with the most recent historieal conmnection with the
Polynesian Ranguages. And, although the evidence for this has
not been fully assembled, 1t can be sizated as virtually certain
that the Fijian - Hotumnn = Pol'menian grouping belongs in turn
to a larger grouping including the languages of the islands
of Efate, Epi, and the intervening smaller islands. This, it

will be nntud, constitutes a.purtian of my originul cantrnl

New Hebrides grouping.

I am at present 1ngagad in rriting the ﬂttailnd trnatmunt
of the Polynesian ~ Fijian » Rotuman grouping. As I am writing
it as my doctoral dissertation, I of course intemd to continue

working on it until it is flninhidp The prospects are that I
will have completed a draft by the early part or the swmer,

As woaa noted sbove the 1mportunne of thi- grouring makes
it imperative that it be presented with careful documentations
However, this particular case alsdo possesses certain
cliaracteristios which manke it a favorable background for a

‘disoussion of the methodology involved in sube-grouring problems,

The Hnlapl-Pdlrneninn family is similar to most of the
language families encountered by antiropelogiecsl linguisties
in that there are a large number of languages, usually of very
minor ;nlitiﬁul importance, mostly unwritten nnd with ne recorded
hieto and very few of them are at all well denvcribed, On the
other d there im relatively good desoriptlive data for the
particular languages in the sub-group under ¢anu4daruiiun. This
permite a study embracing evidence of all sortes < phonoclogical,
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